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and driver a groom for his horses, a cook, and a
servant to go before his horse with a flagon of
water in his hand, according to the custom of the
country. It was slow and solemn marching, with
a big camp, consisting of over three hundred
thousand men, practically a moving city. The
distance between Delhi and Lahore is about three
hundred miles, and was considered equivalent to
fifteen days' journey. They took about two months
in their leisurely march. The rivers were ordinarily
unbridled, and were crossed on bridges of boats,
The crossing often took several days On the way
there \\ere large tracts of uncultivated land,
covered with jungle. There were game preserves,
and the huge royal party indulged in hunting as
they went along. There was the chase of black
buck with tame hunting Chitahs. There was the
Nilfjm hunt, in which a net was first spread round
a wide extent of4 country, and then drawn closer
into a smaller and smaller circle until the riders
and men were able to enter and dispatch the quarry
with arrows, short pikes, swords, and muskets.
There was also the hunting of cranes with hawks.
But the most honourable as well as the most
dangerous hunt was that of the lion. This was re-
served for the king and the princes. Lions were still
found and hunted in this part of the country. The
first step was to tie up an ass as a bait near the spot
to which the gamekeepers had traced the lion's
retreat* When there was a kill by night, the lion
usually sought out water to quench his thirst, and